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Re:

Consolidated Rail Corporation -
Abandonment Exemption -
In Hudson County, NJ

CSX Transportation, Inc.
Discontinuance Exemption -
In Hudson County, NJ

Norfolk Southern Railway Co. -
Discontinuance Exemption -
In Hudson County, NJ
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Reply and Request for Consulting Part> Status

On Januarv 6. 2009, Conrail el al tiled a Notice of Exemption in the cases referred lo

above Al the same lime, Conrail el al filed "Comments" and "Motion lo Stay Effective

Dale of Verified Nonces of Exemplion and lo Waive Pre-Pilmg Nolificalion

Requirements "

The Hamilton Park Neighborhood Association (1IPNA) opposes class exemption

procedures in this verv conlroversial case An abandonmem aulhonzalion \viihm the

schedule Conrail et al suggest cannot be done in compliance with the National Historic

Preservation Act (MIPA) sections 106 and 110 (k). 16 U S C 470 ("and 470 h-2(k) 01

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) section 102.42 U S C 4332 Indeed, we

believe that abandonment authorization is barred by NHPA Section 110 (k). because

Conrail and its developer partner have engaged in anticipator) demolition of rail assets

We call for a full Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to address the manv issues

raised b> this potential abandonment. Further, our organization requests consulting

parry status in an NHPA Section 106 review.

I he Ilamillon Park Neighborhood Association (IIPNA), formed in 1*)77, isa501(c)(3)

non-profil corporalion that works to effectively serve the interests and needs of the

cmzenrv of Hamilton Park. The Hamilton Park neighborhood of dov\mov\n Jersev Citv

is defined b\ Mann Boulevard lo ihe cast. Division Street lo the vvcsi. 12th Street to the
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Hamilton Park neighborhood (including the homes on 6"' Street) is within the Hamilton

Park Historic District and many of the structures are listed in both the National Register

of H islonc Places and the New Jersey Register of Historic Places

Not only are our 6lh street residents (within the Hamilton Park Historic District) directly

impacted by the disposition of said Fmbankmenl (which is directly across the road from

their homes) but the entire Hamilton Park neighborhood and 1 Iistonc District resides less

than 2.0(10 feel from this distinctive and historic structure It is one of the defining

characteristics of our neighborhood and any development of the Embankment will

directly affect our neighborhood's character, municipal infrastructure (water, sewer,

power, and light), traffic, and quality of hie for all our residents

Certificate of Service
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